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What to expect in
this issue:

Spring Fundraiser Flyer Coming Soon!  
Did you also know...that every time you shop at
Amazon, you have the opportunity to support our
PFA? Check out smile.amazon.com 

Philanthropy has been going strong this school
year despite the year’s challenges! Thank you to
all of the families that donated to the Angel Tree
and the Coat Drive this Winter. Many children and
families at our sister school, Alice Maxwell
benefited from your kindness. Way to go Gophers!

GOPHER GAZETTE
Newsletter published by the Roy Gomm PFA

GIVING AT GOMM

S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

FUNDRAISING 



A Note from your Principal, Barbara Barker

I shared a quote this week in my weekly announcements and I thought it was a great way to

introduce myself to our community, here we go… 

“Life is like a camera.  Focus on what is important. Capture 

the good times. Develop from the negative, and if things 

don't work out, take another shot.”  Ziad K. Abdelnour

       Like a camera, I have had a plethora of life experiences in the field of education. 

 Starting my career in a first-grade classroom in Las Vegas, Nevada, I worked for several

years as a primary teacher in Clark County School District before moving closer to my family

in Sparks, Nevada.  Transferring to Washoe County School District, I found myself teaching

5th, 7th, and 8th grades at Silver Lake and Spanish Springs Elementary, Shaw, Dilworth,

Sparks, and Traner Middle Schools and I loved every minute of it. Teaching at the collegiate

level, achieving National Board Certification, recognized as WCSD 2014 Teacher of the Year,

as well as recognized for my leadership skills within the educational community are some of

my educational achievements. 

       Focus on what is important to me is all about our kids.  As the Principal of Roy Gomm

Elementary, I will be your child’s number one champion.  Always ensuring that we have the

resources, opportunities, and experiences in a healthy, safe, and productive academic and

social emotional learning environment.  As I continue to assess what is important, I will get

to know our building, our community, and familiarize myself with the needs of our school. I

believe wholeheartedly that every student deserves a quality education and that only

happens when the school and the families work together for the best interests of our

children.  I look forward to our continued relationship, grounded in what is best for our

students. 

       Capturing the good times frame by frame, I began my leadership journey at Sparks

Middle School as a Master Teacher and Assistant Principal.  My list of mentors is long and I

am so grateful for the experiences I learned from each, as I grew my skills and reflected

upon my practice.  My favorite frames or photographs are of my family. My husband, Jeff,  a

Superintendent at Sierra Nevada Construction, my daughter, Stacy Hale, a 7th grade Special

Education teacher in WCSD, my son-in-law, Ben, a Reno firefighter,  my son Reese Barker, a

Line Locator for Kinder Morgan, and his family,  and my youngest daughter, Hayley

Chapman an Esthetician in Fernley, Nevada, and her family.  Bringing me my greatest  joy

on a daily basis, are my four granddaughters, Emy, Elsie, Henley, and Madison.  

      The opportunity to develop from the negative, I have learned that each lesson learned

is an opportunity for growth.  Please know that I may make mistakes, as I grow in this new

role. But, I will hold myself to the highest standards, maintain a strong work ethic, and work

tirelessly to ensure that your children are surrounded by opportunity and grace.  Our faculty

is amazing and is committed to your child’s success. Together we have the opportunity to

provide our Gophers with the best educational experience in WCSD.

       

          WELCOME PRINCIPAL BARKER

       Finally, taking another shot.  I believe in each mistake made in life as an opportunity

to learn from those experiences. I believe that every decision I make will have what is best

for students at its core.  I will be spending a lot of time with your children, getting to know

their personalities, learning styles, and interests.  I will encourage them every day through

every experience to relish in the moment or to take another shot.  Together we will learn

through our academic journey, celebrating our successes and failures.  

       And that’s a wrap!  Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Principal, please feel

free to contact me to introduce yourself, visit, or discuss your ideas to support our school

community.  Moving forward, our photographs are destined to capture a million images, I am

looking forward to capturing those images and memories with you and your family at Roy

Gomm Elementary.  Go Gophers!



 

Below are some suggestions from Mr. Grossman that are worth engaging in and provide

several free guided explorations. The advantage is twofold. One, it builds background

knowledge for future studies of Nevada and American history and two, it is fun. 

1. Go to http://renohistorical.org/ and click on tours. You can download the app or look

through the map and take a tour of Reno with sites and locations described for their historical

importance. Places you have walked past countless times take on a special meaning when

you know the history. 

2. Visit https://www.historicreno.org/ to learn about the guided tours of Reno by clicking

on Tours and Events. You can find virtual tours that outline places to visit. 

3. It’s a 90 minute drive, but it is worth visiting Empire Mine State Park, outside of Grass

Valley, CA. It is a terrific way of building background knowledge and helping students

understand the motivation to move west during the 19th Century. 

GUIDED EXPLORATIONS 



KINDERGARTEN 
100 DAY CELEBRATION!

Here are some snapshots of our
amazing Gomm Gophers having fun
during their school day!

SNAPSHOTS OF OUR STUDENTS

"HELLO!" 
FROM ONE OF OUR FIFTH

GRADE DISTANCE LEARNERS

JOIN THE PFA TODAY!
Thank all of you who have signed up to become a PFA member this year. 
Your commitment to our children and school is appreciated. Enrollment forms are in our
school office. 


